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[Village head Sophon Hemra : the artist of Ban Rai who plants conservation consciousness with art]
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Under the blazing sun on Ban Rai-
Pratan Road, Amphoe Thamaka,

Kanchanaburi Province, Village head
Sophon Hemra, took a deep breath
before closing his eyes to avoid dust
and smoke stirring from a passing big
sugar cane truck.

When everything was back to normal, with his firm
grip, he gently used scissors to prune Manila tamarind
tree. In order to develop shape and structure, he clipped
its branch of the tree.

“I haven't learned from any school. Usually with
a shape in mind, I will think of what shape I should train
it into. It can be an elephant, a horse or a snake and
then I do it.” The Village head Sophon talked about how
to make a shape of each tree.

For many years, this wise Village head from Ban Rai
has shaped the trees e.g. Manila tamarind, Ebony and
Toothbrush trees, the local plants growing naturally along
both sides of the roads covering a distance of two

kilometers from the main road to the village. He has

done this fine job alone and now over 200 trees are
beautifully trained into various shapes.

The Village head Sophon talked about how his idea
“conservation through art” originated.

“When the tar road had arrived at the village,
monoculture farm widely expanded. Meanwhile, local
plants were on a decline. After the harvest season, the
top soil then lacks moisture which brings about a big
dust wind. As the birds and rats lost their homes, it was
time for us to think of how to tackle this issue. Then we
have come up with a solution that telling or teaching the
villagers alone will not work. We have to make them see
a real value. Starting with the trees along
the road which are in jeopardy most,
I have decorated the tress to make them
so beautiful that the villagers do not want
to cut them.”

Teacher Somsak Chantapramote, the
director of Banrai Ruam Wittayakarn

B el School, the only school of the village
talked about Sophon and his shaping trees that :

“What he has done shows a good example of public
consciousness as he does it willingly for society without
expecting any reward. But the value for the community
is paramount. Also, he has set a good standard of
sufficiency economy philosophy because all of the
material he uses such as straw, wire, or wood can be
easily obtained. These unutilized stuff or wastes left in
the village are brought to use and create value to the
work.”

Today, the Village head Sophon still commits to tree
shaping for conservation. Furthermore, he has promoted
knowledge and method of tree shaping to the youth in
the village and instilled conservation awareness to each
young heart, the future of our nation. If we start with
a belief that artists are those who create work with spirit
and their works are thus priceless, the Village head
Sophon must be one of this kind. However, the artist of
this village neither works in a glamorous studio nor
exhibits his work in a luxurious art gallery. Indeed, both
sides of the road and crop fields are a venue showcasing
his masterpieces. But this very fact can never devalue

the work of this “Fine people” at all.

Power The Thought | 25





