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A sti'bng network...a sustainable community and rich forests
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Dong Na Tham, the last lush
Deciduous Dipterocarp Forest on

the bank of Khong River, in the three
upper districts of Ubon Ratchathani
Province, can never sustain fertility
from the old days up until present
without united spirit to preserve .+
forest from Isan Communits n
Na Tham Communitis




A X ., Alorl ol
1309913 NITABN AL N UL 1IN ETNA BN U

U Y

£ o £ o a @
wilnbnas duawmninas swnelesBen gumwine
Fausihlasfinewiadathanvaiudioryau uends
anhasnisnfnussaesfesisnwidionlnsngs
d: oy [ [ % dl ! a 2 2
Fosnmsismuth uazulennasgiisasialdsnau
Ugnfizeissgiadadion dnvislunardasniuiivhuied
FagnauI NI Ud1UN 92099 NE I ULAIN AR IWGN
FILTeUTLAAWIN W TRiUWTLENUMAST wavasana
o = v o A A ~ A A
W aNTUaITINTINMNadanAuanaauanufawin
dl =3 vy | [ | 2 }% a ) |
Tuiige 3slddargUsmiui Tigmudhanidms
Tumsquasnuih uazdadsnmenssimsthguswufia
@ | A o o o . a ¢
dwisusn waduunwhluwmsvham hessdieunginos|
wislwenginu waznunuiivihiusanainwuilh saudy

il arenaudagemenIzL

e story of Dong Na Tham forest revival started at Ban

Na Pho Klang of K;u_)n_g Chiam District, a tiny community

on the river bank o __Iiyer, whose life has depended
upon forest resou;ﬁ;2 ages. The national park was
deteriorated after the forest concession issued by the
government and its monoculture policy promotion in the
village. In addition, this forest was later added as a part
of Pha Taem National Park, which overlapped with the
living area of the villagers. As a result, the villagers
together with the government organizations and some
Non Government Organizations got together to exchange
views and ideas on this issue.

Finally, they mutually agreed to allow the community
to take part in forest restoration and form a community
forest group for the first time to take the helm at the
task, specify criteria and zone of the villages, exclude
living area from the forest area, construct firebreak as
well as arrange forest patrol.

From the small community to nine villages in
Tambon Na Pho Klang, the group was on its way to
become a Dong Na Tham Community Forest Network
at Tambon level in 1995.
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Nevertheless, with an area of nearly 50,000 rai,
a thorough conservation seemed to be beyond the ability
of nine villages, the network then further expanded to
include nearby villages. From less than 10 villages at the
beginning, over 20 villages in three districts around Dong
Na Tham i.e. Khong Chiam, Si Mueang Mai, and Pho Sai,
later joined them. The network expanded so rapidly and
extensively that the villagers called it “a prolific network”.

Mr. Tawee Sriboon, the Chairman of Community
Forest Network of Ban Namtangnoi, Tambon Namtangnoi,
Si Mueang Mai District, revealed “when the villagers
wanted to start a community forest project, the officers of
national park were invited to meet, discuss and learn the
need of why the villagers had to use the forest as well as
why a cooperation from villagers was needed in taking
care of the forest as the officers were not able to do it
alone. Following a fruitful discussion, we then began the
community forest project.”

A powerful network resulted in a marked decrease of
deforestation and forest fire. In addition, under the rules
designed by each community the forests have turned
alive and nourished the villages. Despite a variety of
rules specifically set up to respond to different conditions
and readiness of each area, all apply to the same concept
of the network, that is, the use of forest area and
participation of the members in the community, in
particular.

“The villagers in each village will share their ideas
on how to set up their own rules of both the use and
restoration e.g. how much wild bamboo each family can
collect or a permission to cut wood for repairing the
house needs to be given from a village committee first
and also a discussion on how many trees are needed
after felling one tree.” Mr. Sirasith Charoonsri, a secretary
of Dong Na Tham Community Forest Network elaborated
on the principles and forest management of the villagers.

It is now more than a decade that Dong Na Tham
Community Forest Network has continuously carried out
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activities to preserve the forest e.g. villager training,
study tours on community forest management in various
areas as well as reforestation along buffer zone of Dong
Na Tham Forest and deteriorated areas every year, fire
break, patrol to prevent forest fire, firebreak building, fire
control and extinguishing as well as reviving local
wisdom of forest management. The forest area is also
divided into three main purposes : 30 percent for
conservation; 30 percent for utilization and 40 percent for
animal farming.

An achievement of this small group of villagers is
not known only among them but widely witnessed by
outsiders. Furthermore, their work has brought them
greatest pride and delights as a recipient of Protect
Forest for Life Saving Flag bestowed by Her Majesty the
Queen.

As the members of Dong Na Tham Forest Community
Network have been uninterruptedly increased, there are
presently 36 villages joining the network. Apart from the
richness of the forest that has to be taken care of, the
villagers reached a consensus that forest restoration may
have not lead to sustainability. Hence, in 2002 both existing
careers and new ones in the community were promoted
e.g. barbed wire making, the Cloth Weaving Group, the
Fish Rearing Group and the Preserved Products Groups.

Later in 2004, the government encouraged the
villagers to grow rubber trees. The monoculture farming
method required them to clear the forests nearby paddy
fields. To handle this situation, the Network campaigned
to persuade the villagers to grow only 1 - 2 rai of rubber
trees and grow “a family forest” in order to increase more
wood for utilization, in particular, the wood fuel, which
was needed in every family. In addition, the family forest
serves as a buffer forest to prevent poachers to easily
access into the big forest.

At the same time, a community forest market
was organized as a venue for villagers to exchange
forest products as well as other types of preserved
food. In addition, the Network has developed a local
curriculum on environment with an aim to instill public
environmental consciousness among youth which will
wake up the communities to care and preserve environment
and natural resources in order to last eternally.

The Dong Na Tham Community Forest Network
remains steadfast to its forest protection mission and
network creation to be developed with high quality with
its strong determination to strengthen the network to
build sustainable communities and preserve our rich
forest lastingly. e





