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Learning together, uniting together
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Education management for
the children who have
special needs is based on

a belief that the special
needs children have
capabilities and potentials
to learn and develop if they
are granted appropriate

learning opportunities.

t present, Thailand has special needs children having hearing,
intellectual, vision, and physical disabilities, accounting to 10 - 15
percent of the school children. Most of them are not granted

learning opportunities as the government can provide education
access to merely 4.53 percent of them (Office of the National
Education Commission, The Prime Minister Office, 2004).
Furthermore, for those special needs children given education, the
education for most of them is unfortunately inappropriate for their
disabilities or not well responsive to their needs. It is unfortunate that
they are unable to develop at their fullest capacity. As a result, they are
unable to improve their lives to become independent and self-reliant.

With a lack of education, they are unable to become productive citizens

serving the society and the nation or having quality life, they have

become burden of the family, community and the country instead.

As a consequence, our society needs to allocate a huge budget to take

care of the disabled for the rest of their lives.
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Knowing more and understanding more

Special needs children are those who have either higher
or lower norms of needs. In general, these are the children
who are not capable of developing their potentials through
regular education system and need different learning and
teaching methods.

The Subcommittee on classifying disabilities of the
disabled for education, Ministry of Education has
categorized nine types of special needs children as
follows :

e Children with Hearing Impairment are those with
an abnormality or malfunctioning of the hearing system
namely, they loss hearing ability or they are not hearing
at all.

¢ Children with Mental Retardation are those children
whose intelligence level is lower than normal children.

o Children with Visual Impairment are those children
who are blind or loss most of their visions.

¢ Children with Physical Impairment are those children
whose parts of the body are disproportioned or have obvious
abnormality or malfunctioning of the physical condition.

e Children with Behavior Disorders are those who
are unable to learn like normal children.

e Children with Learning Disabilities are those with
psychological abnormality which results in problems
relating to language, hearing, speaking, writing, spelling
or math learning.

e Children with Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity
Disorders are those exhibit some abnormality in their
behaviour e.g. inattention, hyperactivity, and showing
behaviour in which they do things suddenly without any
planning or carefulness or impulsivity and also not acting
at their age or inappropriate at their development level.

e Children with Communication Disorders are those
who have abnormalities in understanding or have
communication problems so that they are unable to
communicate with others.

e Children with Autism are those who exhibit slow
development and regression as well as strange behaviour
in responding to the environment for instance tending to
avoid looking at human faces and having no eye contact.

Currently, only four categories of the special needs
children are provided with education at the special schools
systematically arranged by the Ministry of Education. Also,
children with hearing and visual impairment, children with
mental retardation and children with physical impairment
have been encouraged to study together with normal
children. There has been no formal education management
for other categories of children with disabilities.
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Living in the society, each member

has to “unite” as a part of the society,
accept opinion, understand the differences
and realize that “the disabled” is also

a part of the society who must live
together with normal people without

segregation.

Appropriate type of education management

In the past, the majority of special needs children
in Thailand were allowed to study in specialized school
e.g. school for intellectual impairment, Blind School,
School for the Deaf and School for Children with Physical
impairment.

Today, there are both governmental and private
schools having more types of education available for the
children. Among them is an integration education which
refers to placing students with (whatever) impairments in
classrooms with their peers without disabilities in some
subjects or some periods.

Mainstreaming is allowing children with disabilities
to be placed in regular schools for full-time study like
normal children, but only if they can follow the mainstream
curriculum academically. The children must not have
serious impairment and have intellectual ability as well as
learning readiness, emotional and social maturity at their
age level.
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Inclusive learning success mainly lies
on involved people. Namely, they must
have positive attitude towards an inclusive

learning that allows special-need children

to learn with normal children.
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Inclusion education is an educational management
which includes normal and special needs children.
This approach is based on an educational philosophy
that believes the schools need to appropriately provide
education to every children without separating children
no matter they are normal or special needs children.

Collaborative Inclusion Model : CIM

Principles of education hold that the useful education
models for inclusive education incorporate Community-
Based Rehabilitation (CBR), Individualized Instruction, Func-
tional Instruction, collaboration, teamwork and consultation.
The core knowledge derived from these four models is
used as framework for developing education management
for disabled children - Collaborative Inclusion Model :
CIM.

CIM model is adopted in several schools e.g.
Saensanook Tritaksa School, Ploenpattana School and
Bandek Kindergarten School, etc. This CIM benefits many
parties.

o Benefit for the disabled children. The opportunity
for children to learn at the school near their home allows
them to have interaction with normal children, thus
making them learn the world in the real situation. In
addition, they will be able to have better learning
development, social interaction and acceptance from
friends instead of being segregated as the second class
citizen.

» Benefit for teacher. Both teachers for normal
children and special needs children will have opportunities
in learning and working as a team. Furthermore, those who
have no experience in teaching the disabled children are
challenged with the new task which will help them learn
to become a leader. The normal children learn to accept
and understand marginalized children. While the teachers
take part in coordinating with organization, agencies in
the community more; as a result, they are able to know
the children and families more. By doing so, they can be
proud of their roles as a perfect teacher who does more
than teaching.

» Benefit for class mate. They are able to understand
differences between individuals concerning disabilities,
in particular. Also, they can develop their ethics in term of
compassion, hospitality, teamwork, selflessness, acceptance
in the value of humans.

¢ Benefits for the school. The School has a crucial
role in developing the students in all aspects according
to the goal of educational management.

o Benefit for family, agencies and organizations.
Each unit will extend its operation; they can fulfill their
duties and responsibilities more.
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+ Benefit for the government. The government will
save its budget. The amount of money first allocated for
educational management for the special needs children
can be well spent on other necessary and urgent
projects.

Everyone is a part of this world.

Inclusive learning in holistic sense also refers to the
education which rejects segregation or exclusion of learners
at kindergarten, primary, secondary and tertiary level and
after graduation. Every life needs to be “inclusive”. With
an acceptance that everyone is a part of the society, every
idea needs to be heard and every difference needs to be
understood. Also we need to accept the presence of “the
disabled” in the society and realize that they are a part of
the society. They need to be included i.e. living together
with normal people without barriers or segregation.

In inclusive education, although the special needs
children spend most of their time with normal classmates;
they actually do not study the same curriculum. The school
should adjust the curriculum to accommodate diverse
and individualized needs in order to enable each children
access needed education.

The success of inclusive education lies on each
school’s understanding on education management for
special needs children, understanding of characteristics of
different special needs children as well as the degree of
capability of teaching and learning management of the
teacher. Above all, it requires positive attitudes from
public in regard to the inclusion of special needs children
with normal children.

Parents and guardian must have knowledge and
understanding on each type of disabilities, in particular,
the children with mild disabilities. Otherwise, the children
will not be diagnosed and correctly treated by experts.
They thus lack opportunities to receive appropriate
education since primary level which is the most critical
period of education. A number of special needs children
with high potentials have to leave the school not
completing secondary level despite the fact that they
exhibit potential to study.

If these can be achieved, the inclusive education will
be a path to united force of every unit in the society.
With “their potential’, they will be able to bring good
things back to the society. @





