FINUNALKIAMNG / Taproot of Virtel

ludadanlo...
INGASDUNSY

rilogusinanoloddus

Elucidating
a maize

¥ of organic
agriculture

for green-heart consumers

@“‘“ws”‘i 19,} g@\\w tm/;,(%
o 5 ¢
rganic K4 2. 2\ y S
Thailand EY \ SRTY
Pl
. = P IF@AM
LR 751uR

ACCREDITED




lugasdailaqiiuiifauiinnuausiiiasanulasndalunisuilnauniy sdadudilaassisie 3ufly
nadanitlasuaauaulaanguilanaruaulivas wazuananaumnandusinlaaniadanuiaauda
uslnaiuglusivialafidsndedasnmsnansiusilaanssiin 100% wiaiiFandn “aasuniin” via “nunsduvsd”
FaflufinsnsranysduazAandananaas

atndlsfia 1s1@1afinAIaINd azidiamea Sanifin nevanldias 73 dn walidla wav luussqineide
iszviunsn “aafuniin” AneFassgainanusamasssutpagatiazaualusaiaviagiladandifinty
Hukdnnainunsaunidnauuavala uazanafidassdadalifaunasiion nszusunisk@n Anunaavag
NAsFINRUA sanTenanninlinsdalunsdydnualineg NAnaguuussadum uazanuidaiauas
29ANsTIIN155Usa

TuGasil Al doyaynas wasnisyails
4 Ayoe o

aneleineiuf viransantuluTe “nauwm”

a4
adaa

dI | '3 dl a2 a a o

Tl UaIANINAUATUADTIAULLLN HATALUYITE]
2 dl | a/-glj ¥ @ AR

warszuunITAEUG TN VLWTJLL’Q\‘ISLMLMHG\?

AINUANANNTBINARTUTRIT S Uszinmsing In an age of rising consciousness of safety among
consumers, non toxic products are thus a choice of
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themselves, the alarming concerns also make way for
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a wide array of products in the containers displaying
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- are all organic products. The skepticisms about the
source of production, meaning of product standard,
credibility of the symbols on the containers as well as
accreditation bodies awarding those certifications have

also sprung up.
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Organic farming places a focus on
environmental stewardship as
organic produce refutes usage of
chemical fertilizer, chemical
pesticides, and synthetic hormone
as well as strictly puts in place

measure to prevent contamination

of soil, water and air.

In response to this issue, Mr. Vitoon Panyakul,
Secretary of Earth Net Foundation or commonly known as
“Green net”, an organization promoting organic way of life
and fair trade market, expounded a difference between
green products and organic products that “pesticide safe
product and hygienic product still need chemicals in their
production process but the use is restricted in a safe level.
This is an only approach taken in regard of safety of
consumers. As for “organic agriculture”, the concern
goes beyond that practice as it also involves care of
environment. The organic vegetable refutes chemical
fertilizer, herbicides, and synthetic hormone as well as
adopts stringent measures of chemicals contamination of
soil, water and air.”

International Federation of Organic Agriculture
Movement: IFOAM presented the definition of organic
agriculture as “a production system that sustains

the health of soils, ecosystems and people. It relies on

ecological processes, biodiversity and cycles adapted
to local conditions, rather than the use of inputs

with adverse effects. Organic Agriculture combines
tradition, innovation and science to benefit the shared
environment and promote fair relationships and a good
quality of life for all involved.”

The resolution at 2008 IFOAM General Assembly in Italy

The above definition is a key to organic agriculture
which has led to the concept and principles strictly
adhered by organic agriculture producers as a way to
create mutual standards accordingly.
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Organic standard accreditation

Certification of organic agriculture standard is
a verification process to assure that the production process
complies with specified conditions in order to guarantee
and render confidence for consumers in correctly selecting
organic agricultural products.

The survey undertaken by Green Net Cooperation and
Earth Net Foundation on standard accreditation of organic
agriculture in Thailand, revealed that most of organic
products certification was performed by foreign entities.
These agents offer organic certification services for
approximately two thirds of organic production area in
Thailand. Entrepreneurs pursuing certification from them
are large agricultural business whose goal is mainly export.

One of the major international organizations playing
a vital role in specifying standard on organic agricultural
products is International Federation of Organic Agriculture
Movement or IFOAM. IFOAM has a main mission in
leading, uniting and assisting the organic movement
in its full diversity for worldwide adoption. It is the first
organization which attempted to set standard for organic
agriculture. In addition to IFOAM, there are also other
standards set by USDA from USA and JAS from Japan.

Despite a paramount role of the international
accreditation organization in inspection organic
agricultural products, Thai organizations in both state
and private sectors accountable on such conduct
have been established. For instance, Department of
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Agriculture, which announced the organic plant standard

and is responsible to certify the logo “Organic Thailand”. g "M,;»,

Other is the Organic Agriculture Certification Thailand \; -
(ACT) which has certified the largest area at present . ’l‘
i.e. one fourths of organic agriculture farming area and { '
it is the only internationally recognized accreditation /
organization in Thailand. ‘ 5"

Previously, organic agriculture is merely a small part
in agricultural sector - almost insignificant. However,
for the past two decades, a number of organizations
in many countries have endeavored to evoke awareness
of organic agricultural produce which demonstrates a link
with environment, health conscious consumers are more
alert. It has also resulted in a movement of organic
agricultural products in several countries in the world.

As for organic agriculture situation in Thailand,
growing consciousness on health and environment
among consumers took place around 1990 - 1991.
Particularly, regarding “health food”, the consumers
found strong connection of health maintenance and
consumption of safe and useful food, “healthy food
business” has thus flourished at expeditious pace.
Organic agricultural produce were thus launched into
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Certification of organic farming
standard is a process to ensure
consumers that the production

process complies with the criteria

specified by the standard.
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market continuously. A number of products displaying
logo of organic agricultural products can be seen

at more and more supermarkets e.g. Thai Organic Farm,
Green Net Cooperatives, and TOP organic, etc.

With respect to production of organic agricultural
products, Thailand acquires an area for organic
agricultural products of 119,722.81 rai (Earth Net
Foundation: 2007) and the production can be put into
two categories:

e Self reliance-organic agriculture: Most of them
are local farming which mainly emphasizes household
consumption. Excess products, if there are any, are sold
in local markets; those products are not certified by any
organizations.

® Certified organic agriculture: The farmers operate
the farms to sell their produce which are certified standard
of organic agricultural products by various organizations.

Organic agricultural products in Thailand are rice,

peanut, soy bean, frozen baby corn, frozen baby
corn in glass bottle, fresh baby corn, okara, salad

vegetables, vegetables, cultivated banana, papaya,
pineapple, jack fruit, mango, longan, Acanthaceae,
dried beal fruit, dried lemon grass, rose tea, dried tom
yam set, coconut milk, sugar, tapioca flour, wild honey,
ground sesame, Green chireta or Fah Talai Jone,
Indian mulberry, veld grape and black tiger shrimp.

Green Net Cooperative, Earth Net Foundation: 2003




o el a assz =

FDE N UDIBAIAN RO NN HATDUNTEN B
wdollszmalne lun “szuvann@ndndunss
csA Tassmsrinlszaulaguaniagislnauay
Auandaa” GuuanuAnEas CSA (Community
Supported Agriculture) M’?‘mzumﬂwﬁuﬁﬁ@ﬁuwu
Imm;muﬁ AntunsausnTugas p.a. 1960 luuautlszme
naglal awiEnn Ll,@:ﬂizmmjﬁu fuannisdrAtyAe
ﬁumu‘l,ﬁmmzi’qﬁm&ﬁumm?ﬁmuu?‘tm WATTIUNN
zﬁﬁuwumwmmﬁlﬁﬁmmammumwm@uw’?‘ff
TREINUAUNINARFINAUALNHATNIE1IBIN T
udautisendanaeaniuulitudusinaiauladnu
FINAINU lananAneanainemsnsfiudaunanan
AFFTaann wdninlldenuqanszanadng1e
1uL°nmﬁuﬂ7iﬂ§\1me1 wazLBunima eliaundnuniudn

hiisTnaselyl (uaniidsznew)

nuON &I WTodu

L dy a a o A a

uwidnrnustinensauvisdidunisaeniesnisuzing
Mlaandeseganin saenaullsylaminisiiunisaningg
AUIARBNAMITVUNINARNEAIBUNTY TaiTluimema
A o Yy a = o ' a o I3 a A o
M Wguslnadauvileenduananandsiinemsauysd
Tusrpigandn anslsfiauiadanuanidusaasuaing

v ¥ % 1Y oa 1 ﬁl 1 1
AuFaNdn laliuniguslnanguas etnaunrane
wazpin e

* UNLNed
Bang Bua Thong

FaunBILIAT
Rattanathibet

AU
Tiwanon

9NNAIIY
Ngam Wong Wan

In addition, when it comes to technology of organic
agricultural products, Thai entrepreneurs still employ
modest technology - a not sophisticated one; therefore
the products are rather basic and not yet processed.
Nevertheless, manufacturers in the green industry exhibit
high confidence that in the near future, Thai industry
will develop potential for more advanced process products
which will maximize their values to step up their role
in international market consequently.

Amidst a constant rise of organic agricultural industry
that allows opportunities for other industries from
production process, standard accreditation as well as
concepts on “alternative market” system which concerns
new relationship between producers and customers.

This approach features a mutual aim on sustainability

of economy, society and environment. The trade of
organic agricultural products in alternative market lies

in conviction that both producers and consumers have to
reciprocally depend on each other in order to nurture
good quality of life of both parties.

Examples of alternative market of organic agriculture
products taking shape in Thailand include “Membership
of Community Supported Agriculture, the project for
mutual cooperation between producers for consumers
and environment”. The concept of Community Supported
Agriculture or organic agriculture system underpinned
by the communities first occurred in 1960 in Europe,
USA and Japan. The core principles are realization of
the community to pay attention on food they consume
and support farmers who are operating organic agricultural
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Map of Organic Distribution
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For more Information please contact Green Shop (Suan Nguen Mee Ma Co., Ltd.) Tel. 0-2622-0955
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farming through joint planning with farmers. They then
share the expense by allocating shares to consumers

who invest. The products from the farms will be distributed
to the members as well as delivered to the distribution
points in Bangkok and peripheral for members to pick up
and consume. (See map on page 16)

Despite the fact that organic agriculture is now
a promising alternative due to its benefit in terms of
health and environment which is a direct result from
its production process that capture willingness from
consumers to pay more for the products, the need to
enhance understanding for other groups of consumers
consistently still persists.

The inspection to certify organic agriculture standard
is a crucial factor to build credibility on products. It is
not only the logo or brand name of organic agriculture
product that is important, but a process to certify quality
of production proves to be essential. Evidence can be
seen from fruitful tours of CSA Group, Thai Organic Farm
and other green markets which allow consumer to witness
production process at their farms during their visits and
adopt activities to bring producers and consumers closer
to help create mutual trust between each other.

This can only be achieved by strengths from every
party to establish a healthy relationship. At community
level, they need to support green market and at market
level where the products are offered in the Mall. At the
same time, the business needs to allow the sale of
the products with support and hospitality. They must not
exploit the farmers and manufacturers. In addition,
understanding of consumers to select products is
an essential mechanism to elongate the life of green
production and make them sustainably prosper which
can be reflected from view of the Honorable Professor
Doctor Praves Wasee who pointed out:

“Organic agriculture connects life, economy,
environment, society, culture, and religious. Because,
this is the career which exploits or takes advantage of
nothing. All live together in peace; humans with humans
and humans with nature and environment. It is not
about highest profit but rather perfect coexistence.
Organic agriculture will lead us along the road that
helps us live together in peace.”
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