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Community and “carbon credit”:
a solution or just an illusion of global warming?
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Amidst the global warming hype which has gained wide attention from the society, “carbon credit”
is a term referred as to the solution of the problem on several occasions.
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What is “carbon credit”? How does it affect Thai
society especially the local community whose life style
is heavily bound up with soil-water-forest? On the occasion
of Award presentation of 11" Green Globe Award,
the seminar on “Enriching Knowledge on Carbon Credit”
was thus organized on Wednesday, 25 November 2009
at the Auditorium Hall, 219 Floor of Head Office of PTT
Public Company Limited (PTT).

Dr. Kitichai Ratana, Department of Conservation,
Faculty of Forestry, Kasetsart University, the seminar
conductor opened the event with thought-provoking
question of “what is carbon credit?” and How can
“the community”, which is the smallest unit of the society
get involved with “carbon credit”?.

The first speaker, Mr. Bantoon Setsirote, MEAs
Intelligence Unit, elaborated on the background of
“carbon credit” that the scientific and technological
advances as well as industrial development in the past
century had brought about severe ecological crisis,

a release of over greenhouse gas limit, in particular
so that the temperature increased and become a crisis.

The incident necessitated the cooperation from
several countries to mutually address the problem through
the agreement of “Kyoto Protocol” which produced legal
consequences to handle global warming according
to United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change - UNFCCC.
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According to “Kyoto Protocol”, industrialized countries
agreed to reduce their collective greenhouse gas
emissions by 5.2 percent from the 1990 level or
within 2008 - 2012. Those who fail to conform to the
commitment are subject to pay a great amount of financial
penalty. As for Thailand, which is considered a developing
country, and not restricted by Kyoto Protocol for the
greenhouse gas emission, can voluntarily participate in
the project. Any developing countries with evidence of
reduced greenhouse gases will be certified emission
reductions - CERs.

Mr. Prasertsuk Chamornman, Deputy Executive
Director of Thailand Greenhouse Gas Management
Organization (Public organization) further explained that
“carbon credit” is a reduced amount of greenhouse gases
from Clean Development Mechanism Project or CDM
in short. CDM is a mechanism which is designed to
enable industrialized countries committing to decreasing
greenhouse gas to buy “carbon credit” to offset the gas
from its own greenhouse gas to achieve the target.
Alternatively, this execution also promotes development
of developing countries in a sustainable way.

On community participation, should there be
a reforestation project to sell “carbon credit”, the project
needs to follow seven steps of CDM process in the country
requiring around 3 - 4 billion baht within a period of two
years. In addition, there are also many steps to go through
to be internationally certified by the organization based in
Bonn, Germany. Therefore, the community participation
to build “carbon credit” is still facing a number of
setbacks, in particular, a criterion to assess that the area
of reforestation does exist. As for definition of the forest
in Thailand, it refers to an area of one rai with trees of
at least three meters high and around 30 percent of leaves
covering an area. If the forest area is improved, there
needs to be evidence that the area was not a forest before
the year 1990. If the area is reforested, there must be
evidence that the area was not reforested for the past
50 years. Presently, only seven projects around the world
achieved the said target. Nevertheless, there is also
another option; namely, the reforestation project to sell
“carbon credit” in a voluntary market - the type of trading
aimed at improving image of the organizations and thus
requires a more relaxing standard.

Ms. Sajin Prachasan, a representative from Thai
Climate Justice (TCJ), the NGO which has monitored
global warming on international policy level, expressed
opinions on the issue that to lessen global warming, social
justice must be taken into consideration. For the past 200
years, developed countries which account to one third
of global population have consumed around two third of
natural resources. When only a particular group of people
has overconsumed more than it should, the global
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warming crisis thus occurred. In this regard, it must
be considered “historic debt” that those countries need
to pay back. “Carbon credit” is thus not a solution of
problem from its root cause, it is just a reason for the
culprits who are not willing to admit. Instead, they want
to pay others to do the good deeds. Lastly, the community
will have to face the consequence from the stipulated
criteria for instance they are evicted from their own land
to allow private sector to acquire concession for a large
forest garden.

Ms. Walaitat Worakul, a representative from a carbon
advisory services company, disclosed that although
the communities might be unable to plant the whole
forest themselves, they could take part as advisors or
stakeholders as the “Carbon Credit” Project stipulated
that the way of carbon credit conduct must not prevent
the sustainable development of the community. Also,
an assessment to certify project to be carried out openly
in addition to presentation of realistic and achievable
project are needed.
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"Carbon credit” is a reduced
amount of greenhouse gases from
Clean Development Mechanism

Project or CDM.

Mr. Anek Nakabutr, synthesizing issues from
the seminar, gave his comment that “carbon credit” was
a problem solution employing capitalism approach which
regards “money” as a means to tackle every problem.
Personally, at the end, there will be a trade speculation
for “carbon credit” which is not different from trading
a world crisis. The carbon credit concept fails to tackle
problem from the cause, which is stipulating public
awareness that regards our descendants as priority.
“Carbon credit” and public participation is thus a delicate
issue requiring careful execution. Also, it is a challenge
that we have to face. In the future, when a tree in
the community is registered and owned by foreigner,
will our own children still have rights to collect mushroom
or bamboo shoot? If not, will the conflict of community
resources utilization be rising or decreasing in the future?
These issues need to be properly taken care of.
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