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In an innocent and imaginary world,
every children deserve a basic right and
opportunity to learn life skills according
to their ages before growing up to be

a vital force for the country. However,
in reality, that is not the case; many
stateless children who are born and
raised along Thai border are neglected
and not given proper attention from society.

The situation has been so worse that it becomes

a social development problem for equality.

Yet, “Santipong Moonfong” a young male fighter from
Sop Moei District, Mae Hong Son Province is among
others who never overlook this dilemma. His experience
of witnessing stateless children forced to work around
the clock without sleep, made him fully realize the vitality
of rights and equality of individual one of them.

At the outset of his work, all sorts of problems struck
e.g. the laws unhelpful for his work. Because, in order to
be authorized person to work in the area, he needed to
be registered with Ministry of Interior and report to Hill
tribe Committee of the province every four month. Another
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problem arose due to illiteracy of the laws which is quite
a delicate issue.

Despite these hindrances, his strong morale did not
even suffer. He had marched forward to seriously study
laws e.g. nationality laws, education regulations as well
as create network with other party sharing the same
ideology - Lawyers Council of Thailand and community
rights academician which are instrumental in planning
his operation. At last, “Children and Community
Network"” was finally founded to extend the work for
more efficiency.
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Though it is just a small voice in society,

the solution for inequality on human rights to
offer assistance for stateless people deserving
their rights, can begin with planting seeds of
hope and faith for everyone to live together.

Santipong spoke about his work in the past that
“Around 1997, at Ban Tha Ruea, Sop Moei District,

Mae Hong Son Province where many stateless villagers
without identity card resided, those people could not

leave the area to buy anything despite the fact that they
had been there for over 30 years. They did not intend to
escape to the city but they were arrested due to a national
security agenda alone. We had to group together to figure
out the solution. First, we worked as a coordinator between
government and community to enhance understanding
and information regarding a basic foundation given to the
villagers. When the network became stronger, we thus
made a record of each individual for issuing identification
cards for residence in the mountain in 2003.”

For the past six years of serious and continuous work,
he could overcome all complexities. Today, Santipong
and “The Children and Community Development Center”
are working as a guardian of rights of people in remote
areas. Their prevalent role is to coordinate and offer advice
for children and women right violation cases as well as
develop potential of children immigrants to suit their
own interests. As well, the work also involves awareness
instillation of environment conservation for stateless people
to strengthen the communities.

Although it is just one tiny voice in the whole world,
Santipong’s strong determination is virtuous work widely
hailed from the society for the happiness of mutual
living with perpetual and dignified human pride of being

egalitarian on the land of Thais.
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