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“Silalang Forest” gives rise to watercourse and rejuvenates many lives.
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Recognizing that the forest is a public asset that
belongs to everyone in the community, they are allowed
to earn their living by sharing this treasure. Everyone can
collect mushroom, bamboo shoot, vegetable and herbs
and at the same time they are obligated to take care of the
forest for sustainability. “Nai Fai or Kae Fai (a weir keeper
or controller) is responsible for setting up sharing system
and regulations of how to use water as well as wood
preparation for weir maintenance.

During 1965 - 1967, how the villagers lived started
to change as hill tribe people were moved down from
Doi Phu Kha. Forest encroachment took place for logging
to process wood for sale. Even then, the government
had granted forest concession which resulted in a sharp
decrease of forest as well as a dwindling water in many
canals. To address the crisis, at the Sub-district Council,
the then head of Silalang Sub District, Por Laung Meungdee
Preedawong, united voices of all villagers to launch a rule
prohibiting wood cutting along the river and waters.

The initiation of Por Laung Meungdee gave birth to
a tradition of participative forest management by villagers.
The natural resource management of Silalang Community
has become legitimate and gain acceptance from every
party. Subsequently, the Sub-district Committee of forest
management was established with members from village
leaders, local administrative organization and government
offices. All united as one as “Silalang Forest
Conservation Group” in 1975.

As for public forest management for community
utilization, “Rules for each village”, a mutual agreement,
was mandated. Representatives from eight villages took part
as the committee to protect watershed forest and specify
regulations of protection e.g. forest conservation and
wildfire prevention are main responsibility of Sub District
Administrative Organization (SAO) which is required to
patrol the area twice a month. The villagers in permitted
area can use three pieces of wood each and the wood
must not from the watershed forest. Wild products are
not for sale and those wishing to conduct research in
the forest need to gain permission from SAQ first.

On water management, the villagers campaigned on
fish conservation in Mae Koon River, Mae Kaeng River and
Sala River as well as launched regulations of how to fish.
For example, fish electrocution, poison and explosion are
prohibited. Chemical use in the agricultural areas adjacent
to the river and the weir is forbidden as well.

For the past three decades of full consent to protect
the forest by rigorously following forest and water
management, the forest has returned to its originally fertile
state afresh and thus brought back richness of watershed
to a once-dried water resource to prolong breaths of
people at Silalang Forest. When the land, a source of life,
is alive, community strength to march forward is thus
again revisited - enabling them to stand tall and firm.
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Until today, Silalang Community has three
types of systematic forest and water management:

a management system for conservation forest
area to protect forest and watershed area for equilibrium;
a management system at household level for
sustainable agriculture by terrace farming in order to
reduce soil erosion and keep water in farming field
(wisdom of Tai Lue transcended from their forebear); and
a management system for community of family
forest by planting teak, and bamboo (Thyrsostachys
Siamensis Gamble) along the bank of canal, pond and
edge of field in order to allow each family to use wood
and reduce wood cutting from the conservation forest.

In addition to traditional way of weir management,

Tai Lue of Silalang Sub District are skillful weavers. Their
reputable craft have bridged the village with outside world.
Since 1983, the cloth weaving group of Tai Lue has

been supported by The Ockenden Venture and Nan Lover
Group. As a result, Tai Lue cloth has been well known ever
since. Later, they founded a cultural group with an aim to
promote and preserve method of dying cloth from natural
wood colour.

From weaving group, additional groups were also
established. They mirror dynamism of Silalang Sub District
Community and self-reliance capability. These groups
include cooperatives, local music, Mueang Fai (irrigation
weir) and elderly people, etc. Furthermore, the groups
have worked in conjunction with local schools in designing
local curriculum on community forest management by
integration with learning and teaching process in order
to allow the students to gain understanding on their
own forest and provoke awareness of community and
environment love and care.

Despite changing environment of Silalang Sub District
Community through time, the villagers neither forget their
root nor forsake their lifestyle and traditional way. Not only
farming in a weir system, they also continue their local
traditions handed down from their ancestors by performing
“Rice life extending ceremony” at the beginning of rice
growing, “Pee Sob Nam” Ceremony (Spiritual Offering
Ceremony) to pay respect to the spirits of forest, hill and
farm to protect forest and ask for rainfall in the season. To
this, Lampan Chommueng, Chairman of Silalang SAO said
“Following sufficiency philosophy, Silalang people
live and earn their living according to a traditional
way which allows them to live together with
forest and water long lastingly”.
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