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BAN ALOR - DON BAN COMMUNITY: A guardian of Tham Forest of Lam Nam Chi
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Lam Nam (a small watercourse) Chi, is
a small water resource originated from Moon
River, a source of life for the people in the
Northeast for ages. Surrounding Lam Nam
Chi is an area of 3,000 rai of “Tham Forest”,
the largest rich cultural forest resource in
Surin province - a true breath of multiethnic
groups of Thai, Lao, Suai and Cambodia.

Ban Alor - Don Ban Community sitting along the
bank of Chi River of Southern Isan, is a former Cambodian
community and a small cart road for Lao people to
transport salt from Mahasarakham Province to trade it
with fish in Cambodia in the old days. Setting up caravan
for the carts, they stayed over the pond next to the village
during the trip. As time went by, they then settled down
there. Subsequently, Suai people (an ethnic group who
speaks Mon and Khmer) or elephant keepers then moved
in to reside in this area as well. Hence, Ban Alor - Don
Ban Community, Na Dee Sub-district, Mueang District,
Surin Province has become a community of various ethnic
groups.

Kamnan (Village Chief) Aeug Mee Keaw recounted
the story of how various ethnic groups gathered “Initially,
Khmer, Lao and Suai people did not get along. Each
group worked on their own and used their own language.
Afterwards, they had mingled with one another and had
performed Couples’ Hand Binding Ceremony as their
children married each other. Everyone lived together with
happiness. Today people in the community are related.

In spite of different languages, they can communicate
with each other.”

Ban Alor - Don Ban has 185 household or around
1,200 people. There are four villages: Ban Alor, Ban Don
Ban, Ban Donyon (Khmer community) and Ban Pratadboo
(Thai, Lao and Suai). Farming of sugarcane, ambary
and rice is means of their livelihood. Some collect wild
products and hunt animal. Due to their familiarity of the
lushness of the forest, it never occurred in the mind of the
villagers that the deforestation for farmland would harm
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the forest and themselves. At the same time, illegal logging
by some entrepreneurs took place; the forest area was

thus decreasing. Shockingly, fish spawning in the Tham
Forest during water season suddenly dropped. Witnessing
assorted warning signals posing a steady threat of terrible
change, they then made an attempt to rejuvenate the forest.

In 1984, Mr. Charoon Ngamyea, a former Kamnan
of Na Dee Sub-district together with a Village Head Dee
Srisook, launched the forest conservation campaign. They
started the scheme by asking to reclaim the land back
from the villagers who had ambary farm. It took three years
to get consent from villagers who finally moved out from
the forest. Meeting with every house, they campaigned on
revitalizing and conserving the forest.

Also, they formed the committee comprising
representatives from each village to set up rules to prevent
illegal deforestation, and wild animal hunting and to build
firebreak. In addition, the villagers dug up canals around
the forest to proclaim a boundary of forest encroachment
prevention.

Kamnan Auek who joined community forest building
since the early days prior to taking up his position as
a village chief continued the community forest mission
by expanding the forest area continuously. He said
“a community forest is nothing complicated. Just prevent
people from logging and wildfire. That is all it takes to
allow natural forest to grow back.”

For over three decades of forest nourishment and
conservation, the once-barren area has now become
a green and lush forest providing shade for all. Arid and
rough broken land is now fertile and generating food for
threes to grow and feeding people in Ban Alor - Don Ban
afresh. From less than 1,000 rai of forest area, with the
cooperation to protect every life in the community, Tham
forest along Lam Nam Chi is covering an area of over
3,000 rai and has become the largest forest land which
is protected as cultural forest of Surin Province.

“A community forest here is the combination of
Kok and Tham Forests. Kok Forest is the forest where
the villagers rely on for their four basic necessities.
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For over three decades of

unified force to conserve

“Tham Forest”, the forest
is now alive and has become

the largest forest. Also, it is
protected as the cultural forest
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of Surin Province.




s mnauilarsads
fio:Us:auwansoufufnolfusiolU
rilavgu1ASHt19U
TRnasusomtud snjiimAsonu
TUouaumityuisunoriny

“wani liszlagdannilnagteaninung vty
widald 9a5%u Hudn winawas waisuiiduluwaeumn
auan azdunvainunviautiniu tanagdunnann

o aé = ' 2 a o
antdnneldsunaldluvaih @esdainsgnuiwiluy
Jamazaa Td Ta 181 aduldisandh @eensenuiuaes
UaranAvanianaessarinulszuiladaddasisuanis
ANYANANYIRTIRH U LAz TR
n:l' 1% g a Y o A o 4
PdaauInsruLiinalinduauganna uazidulsednid
wenuldaengmidn “assuTAnanysaiginnlsz ey
Tdunuyselaadiaumea”

wddutignguauinuenas-TauluuazaNneD

a & o« [ Y o = = o A
waniukuln WinduniNannglawaziiundnive

1 dﬁl aa VY o vl :l/ 1 = a
waalaLNTIR IFNUNINaN 1§anAT LAunEauaIna s
IagauldnanamszwminfsaanuanAmyans niauis
thenanand1ininidsssnanfginatuaugunaaine 1y
austalasnsunilunisayinifilndausialyl

NnduAng ine lugnawivsriulsraniazisen
aEFatAUATNNIINAAN U “PaeFausssuans” viaail
UL AN FAN9INTNR InenAnans 3016 LAy
nuﬁmmﬂmmﬂfmuwmuﬂwsImﬂu “Usranantinu”
e dudimigunidugae @nmmumi@mﬂ@mwﬂ@nm
TududrAnysine iu June Juud Sudewandenlan wax
wanantiihguausesiiduduunaedmiuAnegu
e gNTIUANIU WA

) A e -

AIUNAUNIANEeLR T giesanulneniilyyn
104lne feslifimindunluminunnasy uwlaniane
warAznIsuNTgNTUAzAndNNWILANIALBAY NS
AuNe9LEUNsaRiNEFLY nsnEusuaInfanssy

[~ 1 ds/ o £ % dl 3| o s cv=] 1 o
van°) il azvinlvnaunduineyineidndisaies
lailgvimdmanzluguauren wandainmsm
ayiniflinagsrsa.. e imdeusnnag
nsayinEAvinAuinEddaLazgnianuesae...

o e | o 1% ds{ = v A dal !
npresAuinEfNsFaniuaTeauil 3 4e Ae Wil

50 | 213613AONAS

While Tham Forest, during some seasons, it is an inundated
forest area. In the water season, it is where the fish spawn.
And when the dry season comes, water level is lower.

This area is thus a source of food and income for villagers.”
said Kamnan Auek.

“We have gained tremendous benefits from the forest.
We collect bamboo shoot, vegetable and red ant egg.
During the rainy season which is around the sixth and
the seventh months, Tham forest is flooded. The fish from
Lam Nam Chi will spawn in the river, leaving the eggs on
grass leaves making a rhythmic sound of “Ho Ho Ho”,
echoing all over the river. The mating sound of the fish
according to the villagers signifies the fertility of forest
and water. It confirms that the balance of ecology
has returned and attests that “rich nature renders
exponential advantages to human.”

Though today, the community of Ban Alor - Don Ban
has achieved its task in reviving the forest to survive and
providing life support for them again. The past lesson has
taught them to realize the importance of forest and to instill
conservation awareness to next generations in order to
carry on their strong will to conserve forest for good.”

Every Friday, over 100 children in the community
from both primary and secondary level will assemble at
“a natural classroom” or community forest to learn the
story of nature, science, lifestyle and wisdom on herb.
There, “Local scholars” or senior citizen are their teachers.
Furthermore, planting activity is organized on significant
holidays for example, the father and mother days, the world
environment day, and others. The community forest is also
the venue for study trips on community forest for outside
organizations.

“Some teachers from other areas are not
knowledgeable of Thai herbs. Our senior villagers in the
village then have to teach them. Sometimes, | and other
committee members of the community forest will organize
a seminar to share knowledge in order to plan on forest
conservation. The activities which start from small ones like
this will allow every conservationist to recognize that they
are not serving their roles in their particular community only
but actually for the public. Preserving forest means saving
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our own and children lives. The rules of forest conservation
made by us include three ways: rejuvenate the damaged
forest, conserve the existing forest and never destroy
forest. For people in the community, we try to set up
conservation rules without restricting with the law; instead
they are from public awareness. For those who enter to log
illegally, we need to depend on law and the officers from
the Forestry Department to be our advisors.” Kamnan of
Lam Nam Chi added.

Following a joint fruitful work in returning Tham Forest
to provide for the life of Ban Alor - Don Ban Community,
the community received Her Majesty the Queen’s Forest
Protection Flag as the outstanding forest of the year 2000
and other various awards e.g. Outstanding Community
Leader Award on Forest Conservation of the year 2001
and Green Globe Award “Sippanondha Ketudat. b Years
of Sustainability” Award of the year 2009. To this, Kamnan
Auek described that the awards are “by products,
the heart of the success is to instill awareness.”

Today, the community forest of Ban Alor - Don Ban
has grown and expanded its network to nearby
communities along Lam Nam Chi covering an area of
5,000 rai. The villagers never cease their work and still
move ahead to increase their forest network to acquire
more forest area which expand to the junction of Moon
River at Tha Tum District with a plan to merge them as one.

“Today, the witnessed bond of people and forest
is quite joyful. But they also have deep concern over
capitalism that infiltrates into the community. We worry
that the children will be blinded by the concept and forsake
the forest and river. Every time | talk with the children
who come to learn about community forest. | always stress
that the forest is an origin of local wisdom - a foundation
of never ending study. | want to see them as a part of
community forest conservation to allow them to be eternally
fertile.” Kamnan Auek, a providing father of Ban Alor - Don
Ban Community, whose conservation work cannot be
halted by anything but death, left his final note.
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