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a Deadly Species from Afar

Pathum Thani people were frightened as
Alligator Gar fish chose people down to bite them
(27 February 2008).

People frantic after finding Alligator Gar fish in
Mae Khong River (4 June 2008).

Phuket were terrified with a weird - looking fish,
its body is fish but its head is like alligator
(31 October 2008).

Surprised with a catch of alligator gar fish in
Ayutthaya pond (10 August 2009).

Chon Buri was shocked as a prank released
fish to bite people in the pond of Goddess Shrine
(22 December 2009).

Non Chueak found a strange fish having
an alligator mouth (8 August 2010).
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For the past three years, there were a number
of shocking news about alligator - mouth fish in many
freshwater ponds nationwide. People suspected if they
were mutation fish, hybrid fish or experimental fish of GMO
or miracle animal that could give them hot numbers.
Actually, the Alligator Gar fish is imported from Central
America by strange fish enthusiast to raise in the fish tank
or fish in the pond. This hunting fish eat other fishes and
when they are fully-grown with a length of 1 - 3 meters,
if released into public waters and breed, other fish need to
run away. Alien species like alligator gar fish will hunt other
fish the same way ET from the Movie Aliens 1-2-3-4 hunt
down humans.

A species introduced outside its normal distribution is
called Alien species in short. It includes plant and animal,
fungi and micro organism. Why alien species invade
comes down to its ability as well as natural coincidence
and usually because of humans namely, both intentionally
and unintentionally. The alien species which cannot adjust
themselves to new environment will no longer live but some
can well adjust themselves in the new environment.

We cannot even recall if they are alien species.

Take example of “Nile Tilapia fish” a familiar fish to our
own pallets has its origin in Africa, they can grow well
in Thailand and also cross-breed with other tilapia
species into the new fish i.e. ruby fish or Tabtim fish.
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Some alien species can breed in
the new environment very fast,
be strong and cleverly compete for
food with native species and do not
have natural enemies in the new
environment. Some ordinary species

in their homeland can become harmful

to ecosystem or native species.
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Some alien species are strong and can propagate
fast in the new environment, cleverly compete for food with
native species and do not have natural enemies in the new
environment. These ordinary species in their homeland
can become harmful to ecosystem or native species,

a so-called invasive alien species or IAS. IAS threatens
biodiversity worldwide as stronger IAS invade a once
balanced ecosystem and threatens native species until
they are diminished and even extinct. Their activities
render ripple effect which can change entire ecosystem.
For example, some species of giant turtles in Galapagos
Island which was given the name “Living laboratory of
Evolution” become extinct as people brought goose, pigs,
oxen and others for food as well as rats and ants which
unexpected visitors to come to the island. Rabbits that
were brought to Australia doubled their number quickly
and became troublesome for agriculture. In addition,

red wolf and cat also bred and became a threat to animals
having pocket of skin on their stomachs.

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
has conducted a list of 100 world’s worst invasive alien
species that severely affect biodiversity, agriculture and
humans. The list includes 36 plant species, 56 animal
species, and 8 microorganism species. Some species
in the list have now spread in Thailand and become
a problem such as golden apple snail. Some species
such as coypu and East African land snail which were
dramatically disseminated; however they can be eliminated
and are now under control. While, Mozambique tilapia,
trout fish, red-eared slider, bullfrog and honeypot ant, need
to be carefully watched and monitored. In an opposite
vein, some Thai native animals that we all know are listed
in 100 worlds’ worst IVA as well, these include crab-eating
macaque, walking catfish and mosquito.

Obviously, though some alien species act
as a hero, invasive alien species play devil role.

Thailand, being aware of this issue, thus endorsed

Water Hyacinth Control Act in 1923 after its import in
1901. Though we try to prevent these monsters, they are
sometimes smuggled and escaped which can often be
seen. Especially, Pomacea canaliculata or golden apple
snail which seriously jeopardized both economy and
ecosystem, were introduced to Thai market as a snail in
the tank. Due to marketing failure, they were then released
to the waters with a belief that no one would notice as they
looked like our own native Pila ampullacea or apple snail.
Nationwide farmers were all upset due to the problems
but finally they figured out the solution by using them

as animal food as well as bio-extract. Doing so can lessen
the spread though solution for complete elimination

is not yet discovered.

Today, not only those IAS can threaten ecosystem
of plants and animals, but GMOs also can. They are
genetically modified to become stronger, disease and
insect resistant. Indeed, they are the new type of IAS.
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Human are not only a key
factor to spread alien species.
If think carefully, they are
themselves also alien species
in foreign land. Furthermore,
they have been invasive alien
species too.
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Though Thailand has National Biodiversity Committee
which established 1994 National Biosafety Guideline for
product testing and technology in both laboratory and
field which can help control risk of living things that are
genetically modified; we can not rest assure that they will
not be smuggled or they will not escape.

This incident seems to make human a key mechanism
to spread AIS and if we seriously consider, humans also
act as an IAS. There are no excuse for European that
hunted down Red Indian until they had no places to live
and hunted down byson until they almost become extinct.
There was an attempt of “a gentleman” who tried to get rid
of aborigines in Australia by taking away children from
the family which promoted a new group of people —

a stolen generation. The colony hunting by Spain, Portugal,
Holland, or England and their action towards Africa i.e.
taking away natural resources, oppressing local people to
become low class people, are not different from bringing
hunting animals to fertile ecology system to consume native
animals away until they become extinct.

In addition, humans are different from animals as
each tribe has own culture. Take a look at how Manchus
ordered Hun People to wear braids to express loyalty.

A push of “progress” from a view of colony hunter that

forces colony to change religious belief or give up their
tradition as well as promote their language is definitely

a traumatic emotional threat.

If culture is a species, accepting alien culture thus
can be seen as improvement of species. By selecting
and integrating only good and beneficial parts of it to
gradually apply, the culture then can naturally develop.
For instance, to make Golden flowers sweet (Thong Yip),
one of auspicious desserts, we used a recipe from
Portugal. We loan words that have roots of Bali, Sansakrit,
Khom, Cambodia, Mon, China, Indonesia, etc. like they
are our own Thai language. We practice Langkawong
Buddhism (while in Sri Lanka, there is Siamwong
Buddhism). We celebrate the first of January as our
New Year's Day and also celebrate Songkran Day with
full spirit. Hot coffee and Chinese donut is breakfast
that is as popular as congee and rice and curry.

As invasion among people community in form of
physical and mental force in the past is unlikely today.
Nevertheless, due to communication technology, we can
quickly access information and learn about culture from
all over the world. Therefore, we must use good judgment
in selecting foreign culture. Cultural exchange is no longer
natural way, take an example of South Korean culture
“Hallyu”, which is systematically created and planned to
export all over the world. Trade deficit is not as sorrowful
as culture deficit. Furthermore, we cannot issue any act to
control the very same concept like Alien species. Hence,
an ability to sustain our own culture and welcome other
cultures to assimilate with our own like our ancestors
accepted other cultures or an acceptance to change
our culture and let it die out also lies in our hands.



